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Saturday, 7:00 a.m.

   Equipping Faithful Men

A. The Gospel

 5.  “Must Accept Christ”

Scripture Study:  John 1:1-13

Memory Verse:  John 1:12




Date Memorized _______________

Reflection

A few years ago a person told his friend that he had lost his job.  The friend asked if there was any thing he could do to help.  The person simply thanked him and went on his way.

Sometime later, this friend spoke with the owner of the company which had employed the man.  He asked what had happened.  The owner spoke of the man’s conscientiousness, aggressiveness and hard working qualities—then he paused.

“Then, what was the problem?” the friend asked.  “The guy could never close the deal.  He’d get the clients in the room and make his pitch, but he seemed totally incapable of asking them to buy the product.  What good is a salesman if he can’t close a sale?”

Often as Christians, we share with non-Christians the good news of what God offers us in Christ Jesus.  But we neglect to tell them what they must do.  Our job is to inform and inspire non-Christians to make a decision about an area in their lives that really matters.  The goal of evangelism is not only to tell people about Jesus, but also to help them to respond to Jesus, to step across the line of faith.  This step is found in this week’s study. 

A. Background Study:  John 1:1-13

1. Reflect on John 20:30-31 and state John’s purpose for writing this gospel.
2. Read John 1:1-5.  What facts do we learn here about this “word of God”?
· According to 1:14, who is the ‘word’?
· What does this tell you about Jesus?  (1:18; Col. 1:15-17; Heb. 1:1-3.)
3. What was the difference between John the Baptist and Jesus, and for what purpose did each come into the world? (1:6-8). 

4. From 1:9-11, what else do you learn about Jesus?
· What does it mean that Jesus is the “true light”?
· Why didn’t Jesus’ own people accept Him? (3:19; 5:18; 8:42).
· Why don’t people today accept Jesus?
B.  Memory Verse:  John 1:12
1. According to this verse what must one do to become a child of God?

· In light of 1:1-5, what does it mean to receive Christ? Who is He?

2.  How are “receiving” and “believing” related?  Why use both words?  Define them.

3. What is the benefit of receiving and believing in Jesus?

4. Also read John 14:6, Acts 4:12; Rev. 3:20.  What do these verses tell you about receiving Jesus?

5. At a point like this why is it important that you encourage the person to pray and invite Christ into his life himself?

6. Explain verse 13 in light of this prayer.  (John 3:3). 

